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the centre to a standstill. Part of the 6th Division was sent to
reinforce General Wilson and the capture of Damascus was followed
up by new attacks from Iraq delivered by two brigades of the loth
Indian Division, moving by Deir-es-zor on Aleppo, and by General
Clark's mobile brigade via Palmyra on Horns. On July 14, after
some further fighting, an armistice was concluded by which Syria
passed into Allied occupation, and another peril to our position in
the Middle East was successfully averted.
With the British tank strength in the Western Desert increased
by the refitment of the yth Armoured Division, General Wavell
decided to attempt the relief of Tobruk. A first attack in mid-May
secured Sollum and Capuzzo, but was compelled to relinquish
them before the threat of a strong hostile counter blow; a few days
later the enemy in his turn advanced and captured the strong posi-
tion of Halfaya Pass. A second and more ambitious offensive was
undertaken in mid-June when the 4th Indian and yth Armoured
Divisions attacked the hostile defences in the area Halfaya-Sollum-
Capuzzo. Capuzzo was taken but Sollum and Halfaya defied our
attacks, and when a hostile flank attack from Sidi Omar threatened
our left and rear, the force had to extricate itself by a speedy
retirement. We lost 100 tanks in this, the last battle fought under
General Wavell's command, for on July 5 he was somewhat, un-
expectedly ordered to change places with General Auchinleck,
Commander-in-Chief in India.
The period of General Wavell's command included no less than
nine campaigns, of which at least three throughout the whole
period, and at some times five, were going on simultaneously.
In six of these—the first campaign in Cyrenaica and those in
Eritrea, Italian East Africa, British Somaliland, Iraq and Syria—
we were completely victorious ; in the other three—the second
Cyrenaican campaign, and those in Greece and Crete—in which
we were opposed mainly or entirely by German leaders and troops,
we were unsuccessful. The results of these nine campaigns, then,
broadly repeated that of the B.E.F.'s campaign in France and
showed that in this initial stage of the war the British army was
as a fighting machine inferior to the German, alike in numbers,
armament, and skill at arms. On the other hand, its ascendancy
in quality over the Italians offset the numerical odds against it,
as was also the case with the foes which it met and defeated in Iraq
and Syria.
These were Wavell's main difficulties—the general inferiority of
his forces to the Germans and their numerical inferiority to all
their adversaries throughout. But they were by no means the only
ones with which he had to contend. His various theatres of war
were several hundreds of miles, sometimes over 1,000 miles apart,
and there was a chronic shortage of transport, both by land and by

